THE AGE  OF REASON
whose brutality in Scotland during the campaign against
Prince Charles Edward earned him the nickname of
the "Butcher".1 This inhuman monster had allowed the
Jacobite wounded to be gathered into a barn and burned
to death; he bade Wolfe, the future conqueror of Quebec,
pistol a wounded Jacobite, an order which that officer
indignantly refused to obey; he had civilians brutally
flogged to extract from them information which they
did not possess; and at Fort Augustus he ordered a
number of young girls to be seized, stripped naked, and
compelled to ride races on horseback in that condition
for the delectation of the English soldiers.2 When the
Duke was about to return to England from Scotland, he
wrote:
"I am sorry to leave this country in the condition it is
in; for all the good that we have done has been a little
blood-letting, which has only weakened the madness,
but not at all cured; and I tremble for fear that this
vile spot may still be the ruin of this island and of our
family."3
Over the whole period was cast the shadow of Sir
Robert Walpole. Until 1742 he dominated the scene in
person, and for the next eighteen years the evil that he
did lived after him. More than one of Anne's ministers
had broken the laws of conventional morality, but it was
left for this Norfolk squire to debase the whole public
life of the country, and it was not until the accession to
power of the younger Pitt that any real improvement
1  This nickname is said to be due to the fact that when it was proposed to
make Cumberland a member of one of the City Companies, a Jacobite who was
present suggested that of the Butchers as the most suitable.
2 cf. Forbes, R.: The Lyon in Mourning, passim.
8 cf. Coxe, W.: The Pelbam Administration^ VoL I, p. 303.
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